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Education has to lead to capacity building among
students

" Learning gives Creativity
Creativity leads to thinking
Thinking provides knowledge
Knowledge makes you great”
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I am indeed delighted to participate in the National Conference on
"Revisit Indian Education: Vision 2020 - Challenges Ahead". My
greetings to the organizers, education planners, education providers,
regulators, accreditation agencies, vocational trainers, representatives
of industry and other distinguished guests. I am very happy that
Education Promotion Society of India has been researching in areas
such as: Challenges for Primary and Secondary Education, Autonomy
in Higher Education, Vocational Education, Industry Academia
Relationship and Excellence in Technical Education leading to the
preparation of Indian Education report for submission to the
Government by January 2007. Since, I am in the midst of expert in
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various fields particularly education, | would like to discuss on the
topic 'Education has to lead to capacity building among students'.

Capacity Building Model

When the students come out of the educational institutions certain
capacities are required to be built in them to deal with the real world,
particularly to grow in their professional career and participate in the
national development. | suggest that the ingredients for capacity
building must be embedded right from the beginning of the students’
life from primary education to higher education. A good educational
model is the need of the hour to ensure that the students developed
as enlightened citizens and also participate in national development
missions.

For participating in the nation building tasks: the capacities required to
be built among the students in their formative years by the
educational institutions are: The capacity for research or inquiry; the
capacity for creativity and innovation; the capacity to use high
technology; the capacity for entrepreneurial leadership; and the
capacity for moral leadership.
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a. Research and enquiry: The 21st century is about the
management of all the knowledge and information we have generated
and the value addition we could bring to it. We must give our students



the skills with which they find a way through the sea of knowledge that

we have created and continue with life long learning. Today we are
empowered by technology to teach ourselves beyond classrooms and
become life-long learners. This is indeed required for sustained
economic development of the nation and also individual prosperity.

b. Creativity and Innovation: The management of knowledge in the
21st century is beyond the capacity of a single individual. The amount
of information that we have around is overwhelming. The management

of knowledge therefore must move out of the realm of the individual
and shift into the realm of the networked groups. The students must
learn how to manage knowledge collectively and to work in multi-
disciplinary teams. When the information is networked the power and
utility of the information grows multifold as predicted by Metcalfe's
law. An information that is static does not grow. In the new digital
economy, information that is circulated across enterprise, creates
innovation and eventually contributes to national wealth.



